THE RE/AL

THIS YEAR'S POST CLASSIC RACE AT THE MANX GP WAS
BLITZED BY A PAIR OF SUZUKI XR69 REPLICAS. NOW THERE'S
A STREET LEGAL VERSION - AND IT'S TRULY BREATHTAKING

Words Jim Moore Photography John Noble
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Engine finish
Vapour-blasted crankeases,
Bleck and head. Engines
o rebuiltfrom the
. ground up

Road engine

1085¢c, 10,2571 Wiseco
farged pistans, stock
cams, valves, rocds,
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XR69:
SUZUKI'S F1
WEAPON

The ariginal XR6%
(alsa known as
G51000Rs) were
factory race bikes built
by Suzuki between
1980 and 1982 10
compete in TT-
Formula One events,

F1 rules allowed
four-strokes to run
pure racing chassis
with road-based
engines. The XR used
forks, wheels, brakes
and suspension
borrowed from the
RGS00 GF racer.

The firstincarmnation
had twin-shock rear

100 READR Bk

Rearshock

Ohlins, adjustable for
preload, compression
and rebound

Wheels
[ymap H-section
magnesiurm alloy,
2.5in/4in x 18

suspension, like the RG,
but from ‘81 the XR
benefited from Suzuki's
excellent Full Floater
rising-rate set-up, as well
as an updated frame.

The engine was
based on the GS1000
but few components
otherthan crankcases
remained. Pops
Yashimura developecd
race cams, high
compression pistons,
close-ratio gears and
dry clutches Suzuki
claimed 130-134bhp
and 189mph.

MNew Zealander
Graesme Crosby was the
XR's most successiul
rider, winning the
Suzuka & Hour ('R0),

Daylona (‘80-81), British
TT-F1 Championship
(80-81), and also
back-to-back World
TT-F1 titles (80-81),
including TT wins.

In 1983 the XRES was
replaced by the XR41.
This had a box-section
alurmimum frame fitted
with a highly luned
G51000 engine. In 1984
new rules limited F1
angine capacity to
750cc and the GSX-R
look over as the base
for Suzuki's future
Formula Cne racers.

B Recommended
reading: The seminal
Team Suzuki, by Ray
Battershy. A fine book




Curiously, Guy
(leading)
tumed outto

Footrest position is
pretty extreme. Jim
would prefer it
lowered an inch

Differances berween the two bikes are
subtle

lights, a starter

s bike 1s 10 kilos
lighter than 1 ;
is worth an

Several cups of tea lar
plate to the race bike (1
don't rake legalicy seriou

a trade

CB), don

leathers andl head out. This is (_;LI}" 5 Stomping,

E:qun.'_l 4] he I,.,lll.‘-j the way on the racer.
THe's not the l_'JI'l}" ';iL][_'I.'I."-th.Ill TT rider to

prrow up in this part of Lincolnshire Roger

,?‘-.-'j_;u'l_-:h;{]l, Roper Burnert, Steve Plater and
Rab McLElnea
their youth

on a lap of th

it feels like w

nost are hidden inside the engine. The
wor racing regulations, and

N5, FACE SPEC

Inse-ratio

let it be said we

5 round here in
lasring off

island as we leave Caistor and

make for the twists and turns of the Wolds,

|.|].-‘: ANy Proper race |_1ik:':-.;, these XRs use a
race-pattern gidn shifr - one up, four dowi.
Afrar 25 years on the road T sometimes
=l I.IF:_EJE with thut p:,i_lll'['ll;, Lir not today
brain clearly understands that thn
hike. C it down for up just feels righ.

Guy radiates enthusiasm on and off 3
bike and it’s clear he's having a ball, pe
the front wheel in the air at ever;
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The extra capacity of the hig bore enables
the motor to punch into action from as low as
2000epim. 1%s a brilliane road engine that

» mates well with the stock gearbox’s five
5. Tl surge right round ro 10,000rpm il
you wanl [o imngin (i
flat out over the Mountain - and
speed quickly when the needle’s knocking m

y G pOrTUnicy.

BUILD YOUR
OWN XR69
We reckon that a John
Sim built XRE is
decent value at
£12 500, but you could
save money by
building one yaurself.
The biggest single
expensewill be the
chassis, Harrls do a
new F1 frame and
swingarm for £2990),
with tank and fairing
brackets extra, An
Ohlins shack starts at
£500 (though there are
cheaper allernatives),
and forls can be harl
fream an autajumble.
Modern cartridge
internals will give the
best damping control,
but progressive springs
are a budget option,

Period H-section
Dymags from Harris
Magnuims and the like,
often with discs,
appear on eBay all the
time. £400-£500 per
pair isn't unusual.

Equally important is
the motor. GS1000
Suzuki engines can be
had for a couple of
hundred guic

Camplete bikes (go
for the HC model
rather than 5, they're
less desirable and
therefare cheaper) can
be found for nat much
mare. [teep the mator
and breale the rest
recouping the cost.

Of course, you'll also
need a well-equipped
workshop and the will
pawer ta finish the job.
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“I HAVE TO KEEP
REMINDING MYSELF
THIS ENGINE IS A 30
YEAR-OLD DINOSAUR”




Roadbile's
-- speedo/tachais

S 32mm race carbs,
still petrol stained
¥ 2. fromthe Manx

A couple of rimes riding for the picrures Guy
and L touch mid corner, my elbow making
vontact with his knee slider, but both bikes
HIL S0 msumtl}' manoeuvralile — even at full
lean = that we can :f‘t:pn’-irit‘ll‘l ouraclves
without drana.

| had expecied the ride :.]LIL'lljt}' to he h"”":[':
but the tully adinsrable Ohlins shock and
Maxton-sprung Marzacchis soak up every
ripple before they get a chanee to et through
™ the chassis. ;

The remd bike's reat, but 'm itching to get
i g on the racer. Tvenrually 1 manage to prise
Guy uff its seat. There’s no starter, so Juhn
fires it up with a roller wheel. “Keep it
revving,” L shouts over the exhansr noise,

On pull-away the racer’s clurch feels
harsher and grabbicr, but [ soon have the lever
released and we're off.

The smaller, race tuned mon r, with its
lighrer pistons and lack of a Hywheel, is an
entirely different kettle of rev-crazy frags. No
much below &000rpm, then BANG,

4 ; Racebike

" runsopen

Ignition rotor

and stainless

4-2-] fabricated by a
Northants based F1 team

Full Floater
linkageisart
in metal

Guy and John
Sim, the bike's
creator

As soon as it comes on cam rhe front wheel
lifis and all hell lets loose, The road XR 15
fasr, bur rhis is in another league. The tacho
needle rushes round w wen grand so quickly
my brain barely has time to cluck what's going
oiL. Snick the nexr gear in the close-ratio box
and wham! It happens all over again.

The two bikes have identical brakes, but the
road hike's are sull bedding in. They're sharp,
but not yer upr tar the epic power and feel of the
racer’s. Lhe tyres, too, add yer another
dimension to the ride. Grip and cornering
confidence increases five-fold with an Avan
AM22 franr and Dunlop Alpha 10 rear.

I don’t want ro give it Lack, but as the tank
drams dry my time is up. Already I'm plotting
how Lo raise the money ro commission John
tor build me an XY, Starting from £12,500
they're a barpaum, A hand built 1 bike with
genuine race winning pedigree, and enongh
oomph to make you laugh out loud for less
than the price of a mine Goldie? Deals dow’t
ger more real than that,

] made by Koso

H SPECIFICATION

SUZUKI XR69 REPLICA

(RACER IM BRACK] [5)

ENGINE/TRANSMISSION

Type agir-tocled, dohe, By
fowr-stroke, inline four

Capacity 1U85ce (99700)
Bore xstroke JAx 04 Bmim (70 x 64.8mm)
Compression ratio 10.251 (11571)
Carburation A1 V29 Mikurn
smioathhores
(33mm Keihin CR
smoothbores)

Clutch/gearbox

wiet multiplate, live-speed
(close-ratia,

straipht-cut gears)

Ignition 12V, Dynia-5 ignition
(self-manerating ignition)
CHASSIS
Frame Harris F1, 145 chromoly steel
tbe, nickel bronze welded
Frontsuspension  Marzocchi forks, Maxton
cartidee intermals
Rearsuspension  Harris Fl aluminium
swingarm, Ohlins tully
adjustable shack
Brakes front/rear 2 310mim disc, 2 pot
AP Racing calipers,
1 %220 oise, 2-pot
AP Racing ealiper
Wheels Dymag, magnesium
alloy H-section
Tyres Avon Ruadrunner
10/80 %18, 150/70 % 18
(Avon AMZ23/Dunlop Alpha
10: TIC/B0 18, 150460 x18)
DIMENSIONS
Dry weight 180ke/3071s (170kp/3751hs)
Wheelbase 56.5in (1445mim)
Seat height 295in ( /49mm)
Fuel capacity 23L/5 gal
PERFORMAMCE
Top speed 160 +nph (175mph)
Max power 11261 1}, sl
{132bhp @ $10010m)
Price L12,500 with st GS engine,
(£15,500)
Contact Silverslune Superbikes
01327 55 855
www silverstonesuiperbikes,

cenke



