> Suzuki GSX-R1100

Not so much a motorcycle as a statement of intent. Early oil-cooled GSX-R1100s are for hard men only
* W Top speed 160mph (average) M Insurance group NU16 M Engine 1127cc, 16v, in-line four B Dry weight 210kg ® Typical mpg 36

B Thanks to Colchester
Motorcycles for the loan
of the bike. If you're
interested, it's for sale,
50 give them a call on
01206 860006,

What itis
The Daddy. Mr Muscle, The Man's bike,

Ckay, so the GEX-R11 had its
problams, but it was the first Japaneso
litra-plus hike that could truly be called
a super-sports machine.

You think the FireBlade was the first
Jop bike to play the powersto-weight
card? [0wasn't. The GSX-R's claimad
130bhp was nothing new, but that much
power in o bike weighing undar 200kg
cartainly was. That was 30kg lighter
than the Kavwasaki GPZ900R, which
was itsolf a model of compactness for
the ara,

The GEX-R was stylad like an
endurance-racar, Tucked in behind the
wide feiring, big screon and thoge twin
headlights (for added pose value, you
had one pointing slightly skyward, true
endurance-styla) yvou really could play
the Bol d°0r hero,

I 1986 the chassis was state-of-the-
art — alley frame, electric anti-dive forks
and fully-floating front discs. Time
hasn't served it so well, A true
musclebike, the engine had muscle, and
you needed all of yours to keep the thing
under control,

A bit like the TLT1000S, it was bought
for the adranalin rush it provided, not its

dynamic abilities. If that's what yvou like,
vou'll love the Big Eleven,

Riding

“Mail the throtle and the Suruki surges
forward, although the tacho needie is
barehy off its 3000rpm peg. The
accalaration is awasoma = like baing
charged in the back by a rugby scrum,”
said Roland Brown in May 1988, "This
bike's racing potential is mindblowing.”

Many were raced. What impreszed
paople about the first 1100 wazs its
responsiveness —the 750 had to be
wiound up to dalivar its impressiva)
best, but thie 1100 just charged, in any
gear, from any revs. Five gears were
anaugh for the GSX-R1100.

MWext 1o tha 750 it was stable too,
thanks 10 its longer wheelbase and
factory-fitted stearing damper,

It all want wrang with the 1988 K
model, The new chassis had exactly the
same reka and trail figures as the 750,
and it werned from a super-stabla rockat
into a near-unmanageabla animal, “The
frant end is inclined to chatter under
hard braking, the rear to sguat and
wallow under hard power, with a
tendancy to shake its head slightly over
ripples,” said Mac MeDiarmid in

Fabruary 1289, And that was on a super-
smooth Japanese est track,

It wasn't just Bike — most magezines
of the day were united in theair criticism
of the K model’'s wayward nature,

The L medel had new suspension
including, for the first time ona
suparbike, upside-down forks, It didn't
roally cure the problem, “Every yaar
Suruki change something about the
GSX-A1100. Troubla is, they novar
change just one thing. And for evary one
thing thoy improve, they worsan
something else,” moaned Phil Wastin
June 1981, “That sophisticatad
suspension set-up, although fina for tha
track, still isn't right for the road.”

With the M model, Suzuki messed
up the engine, shoving all the real povwear
ahove B000rpm.

"It you get your kicks riding 180mph
11003 like 350 Powervalves you'll love it,
If, with that sort of performance on
hand, you prefer to troubla yourself less
with the gear levar and maore with
picking linas, braking points; ate, you
won't,” coneluded Phil Wast, againin
June 1881,

It was clear that the big GSX-R had
had its day. "Showing its age.” we
concluded. The water-cooled angine =



Price guide

Aa you'll have gothared,
thera oren’t many
showroom condition
oll-cooled GSX-R1100s
arcund.

It was that long ago
i sl haaed o i thad
I'can‘t remembarnt”™ aakd
Sturdays of Tonbridge.

“I think wa've had two
in thio last five yoars,”
opined somaana alsa.

“Wo just sold an carly
Blua and white E-rug
slabgider,” says saloaman
lon Frosor of Res Judd.
"It weant for 2600, Wo
don't see many becauss
thayva all usually bean
streatfightered by now,
Or crashod.”

According to Peler
Handry of the sama
dealor, decont 1100s
futch amything batwaan
C1500 and E2200, “And
that’s not o kot of money
for a lot of motomyele.”

Privately, you'no
looking at aimilar monoy.
When lote-1 950s water
coolod 1100Rs aro undos
three grand, nobody
wants 1o pay moro than
£2500 fior on oll-pumpar.
But | wouldn't ba
surprised (o see utterly
rmint and ariginal 1506
and 1987 bixes priced ot
EZ000 and upwards from
o dealar - but you'd have
b ook hard.

was on the hanzon, and the GSXR
maovad on again, but by then it had the
FireBlade 1o contand with, and that's
anothar story.

Reliability

This isa seriously strong engine. The
word "Buller-praof’ crops up again and
again from dealars who sea them, "Thay
wera tough whenithey were new and
they're still iough,” says Peter Hendry of
London dealer Rex Judd,

“Mechanically, thay're pratty good,”
echong Mick Tomblasan of Straightling
Racing. which flogs nevsand used
spares and tuning kit for the 11008
“Thara's a'lot of demand for bits, butit's
not englne parts or bodywork. Even the
shocks are tough on them: they last
langer than newer siuff.”

The Known weakish spol is cam wesar
on 1127ce engines with the shim-
adjusted valves and the single "finger’
cam follower. With the old engines, you
can get the cams re-profiled and just
taka up the small amount of slack on the
screw adjusters, Try that with a shim
engine and it’ll spit oul the shim,
causing major damage. So you need to
replace the cams, which is expensive,

Camchain rattle on oll-cooled 1100s
is diue to the tensioner sticking. Not a
big job if you know what you're doing.

The elecirics are saund barring the
odd case of coil failure, but you can

sxpect tems like discs and suspansion
to wear with age. Watch out for lsaks
from the oil cooler,

Most problems are ownar-inducad.
Massing with the carburation Is.a
commaon problem, Owner A sels the
carbs up for a certaln type of pipe, and
Onener B replaces the pipe and doesn't

resat the carbs, so it never runs properly,

Running costs
Mot as bad as you'd think. The relativaly
light weight gives the brakes an easier
tima of it, and the old-fashioned tyre
sizes gre usafully cheaper than the huge
gumbalis on modemn sportsbikes,
Insurance is'less of a problemiss well.
Even the youngest oil-cooled 1100 s
nowy a decade old, meaning cheaper
covar, and the earfiest models arg
actually ebgible for clagsic Insurance -
E£100 or sa fully comp? Sounds goad.
The 1062cc oil-coaled anging is
simpler to fetlle than the later 1127cc
lumps because the valves are adjusted
by screw and locknut, wharaas on tha
later ones it's shims, and under the
buckets at thot, 3o0it's coms-out time.
Service intervals are relathvely short,
which means frequent visits 1o the
dealer uniess you DY, It's heavy on
chains and sprockats, and skimping on
aithear, with a bake of this pover and
welght, is asking for trouble

Tor sum up, if vou have one valued at, >

1986 G Bluatwhita, twan headiigh, four
inta-one exhaust, white-faced clocka
1062ee, 1206hp, 197ka. 16Bmph
mpgyrange ta rezend 3 1mpgll 16 miles,

ar redlieritathlack

1988 J Engaing unchangod, lorgor reos tyra
TEED fram 150701 theas spoka whinls
rivvisnd susponsion, slghthy differont fueal
tank, Tha ong to buy

1989 K First major rivision ;'l:_]!_|=-' carbs,
{remie based on GSR-R 7500 17inwhasls
d-into-2 oxhoust, curvoed ofl coober, air
duating ovar oylicedsr hisad 10 corhs,
fairing. 112700, 141 Ghgp, 210k
mpgfrange 1a raserve 3 Tmpg/l
Blockiaibvar, Blackired, Dl

160mph

3 miles

1990 L USD farks and new shock, bolh
{ulhy sdjusiablo, lonoer wh £,
Faphics, enging as &, sininkess stool

iyt cans, 11 vou want o 112 7o version

fhis i5 e ores

1991 M Largér A0mim carbs, moddoed
cybndor head vath shim-odjusted valves,
reein hendlghts bahind plastic cover in nims
tainng, 1127ce, 126bkp, 210k, 164mph,
mpiimngs to resera I0mpg/ 1456 miloes
Bluahahite or rediblack gray

1992 N As M, but nine graphics
SEvarftdock, blusiedite or rodblack




( sey but
are tricky to read; standard exhaust is a
four-into-two system — mast bikes have
aftermarket four-intc-ones — and swing-
arm looks fi ¢ for a 141bhp engina;
tiny grab rail doasn't inspira pillion
confidence; sti
staras in biking - shame theyre crap at
night; brakes are still pratty impr i
if in good nick, but multi-adjustable
suspension is the curse of the GSX-H -
but every shock was calibrated at the
factory and the standard settings ara
stamped on the shock body

one of the meanest

Tip: koop tho doclarod
vailug babows £2000,

« 2G-yoar-old, held
licence for two yoars
anly, inner city, nol
parafed, coan lconce,
one year's NCB,
fully eomis with o £500
oxpess, Mot bad!

33-yenr-old, thros
points on Heenca held for

12 yoare, DAO Yoars
NCB, garaged, lowish
sk fink, TPFET or

fully comp,
Al-year-old, threa
vours' NCB, cloan
licenca, rural onea, bike
garagad, TPF&T, Yos,
just ninaty quid,

[Qustos from Rampdalo

Breskers, 020 442 076T)

Websites

VRV IR GO T

Gaod Amirican st
Naws, tips, racing,
Closaheds, Bullanin boprd.
hitpeifesar ninel saf=lad
S0vgesmenilish htm
Swadish enthugiaet’s
homse page, in English
wanw geocities com!
MaotorCity/Downa 1747
gexrhitmd

Good place if you're
tuning & 1058k enging

say, E2000 or less for cheapish
insurance, and you do your own work,
then it should cost yvou a lot less than
a modern sports 500,

Improve it
The ane-piece exhaust on early bikas
miEans vou can't just it anand can, but
tha right pipe and corb kit con add
10bhp; For more s2rnous tuning, repace
the 3dmm carbs on eary bikes with tha
carbs from later modals, or flat-slides.
Heoww miuch poweer you get is govemed
by your wallet rather than the enging's
strangth. Weve seen GSX-R road bikes
making close on 200bhp

Handling? All the frant ends are
interchangeszbla, up 1o and including the
watar-cooled bikes and all the 7503 too
Roby-the master cylindars and span-
adjustable lever from the latar water
cooled GSX-R7T50s for improved Drakos.

Check this

Head race acjustment an the 11000s
critical and o check it propearly the
steering camper needs o be
disconnected. The early Lswere
restricted with washers in the tops of
the header pipes-and silencers, They've
almost cenainly been removad by now,

but it's worth checking, On models with
fully adjustable suspension, it's possibie
1o 304 things up. They handle Better if
got throe or four clicks off minimum,

The competition

The GSX-R was unchallenged in 1986,
Yamaha's FZRT000 amvedin 1987 with
g revvier engine and better chassis
When the FZR got a mid-range-boosting
EXUP valve in 1989, it was good might
GSX-R on avery front bar attitude.

F2ZRs are less likely 1o have bean
strect-fighterad bul don’t quite shara the
Suzuki's reliability record

Kawasaki's £2-R11000s a'lot of bike
for not much money and a morne
practical proposition than a GSX:-R.

Five things you should
know about the GSX-R

1. The older cnes are lighter and mong
Nexible, wiile the later ones ane heavier
and more povwerful.

2. Tha K modal (pictured) is.an absolula
lemwon — the one Lo avond

3. You will be very lucky to find a pre-
1990 modal in stock condition.

4. It's a big brutal bastard

5. The enging is still with us. albait borad
out, in the 1200 Bandit,

* Owners quizzed

Asichoone Cockbum, 1986 G model
Thi {niring iz easy o remove and plug
sump pleg, oil filer and alr filtor all oa
get at. The petrel tap laver noods 1o
ofi befora removing the tank. Tho side
stand Hipa up &
thao stand 50 fairing damago is a po
WITanCe i now i dibdy chesp [wa
kel Bainal exthavst ks vory, ey
2 A0 Thit
in feneen
ddrmpgy on & mn

John Molo, 1822 M modal

of sprochets o one chan

. EBC HH
briako paeds oot G000 miles, This yoor the
IC ignitar black ailnd. | want out and
bought a complata Dyna Ignitken systan
and coi ith Broem leads. Probiems
fusl o
fusl tag (ramamber to enlsnga thi hola
undier the fuel tank mvirnticmed in
E ar, has batter

handling and in my cpinlon s baltar
looking than o Bandit.

Roger Colliar, 1880 L modal

Ithasa complately rahab
CAn rern filter arnd champe 1
wilhout rums wir Fiviri

vl ot




